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Somali-Ethtopian Relotions 


fe) 
Nogedishu hone service 13.45 OMT 21.8.61 \ fa 
‘Text of report of statement on Sonali Government polio} ead 





Wogndishu: In view of the long-standing dispute on the border between the 
Somali Republic ond Ethiopia, a dispute which may be said to constitute one of the 
main outstanding questions in the world and = threst to world peace and the progress 
of Africa, the Somali Goverment set out its policy on the border questicn at the 
conference of the 21 countries which met at Monrovia, At this conference, these 
States agreed that 321 disputes should be avoided in Africa end that sll disputes 
between African countries should be settled peacefully. on independence and after- 
wards, the Somali Republic st many conferences expressed its desire and wish to 

yttle the dispute over the Somali-Bthiopian border pescefully end amicably. But 
on the advice of foreigners, the Addis Ababa Governsent has never agreed to settle 
this dispute peacefully. And oll this tine, during which 1t showed no genuine 
wiIlingness to settle the question, the Addis Ababa Government was indulging in tho 
false clain that it wished for talks to begin between representatives of the Somali 
Ropublic and Bthiopia. 




















From 1st July 1960, the date of the procienstion of the Somalis! independ- 
once, to the present, the Abyesinians heve beon thinking thot the Somalis would invado 
their territory, They therefore embarked on the killing of the Somali people 

iaving in the Abyssinian-oceupied territory. But despite the inexcusable Abyssinien 
beubelities and barbarism in Danot, A'ash's, Bayo Anod and Dagahbur, which are known 
all over the world today, the Somali Republic has been calling constantly for the 
amicable discussion of this question, 





‘The aggression and 111vi11 of the Ethiopian Government 1s no new policy, 
for it has been pursued since Ist July 1960 and 4s contrary te the resolutions 
adopted at the Conakry, Cairo, Bendung and Monrovia Crnforences. In this sane 
period also, the Sonali Government has been asking the African countries to mediate 
in the peaceful settlenent of the dispute over the border between the to countries. 
Nevertheless, it hes become clear to us today that the Addis Abeba Governuent docs 
not wish to abide by the Monmovia resolutions. Thus, we may say, it 15 violating 
African agreements (Somali; hayr], 


















them, whether 
‘The Africans sre seeing 


Mmeneh, the Portuguese or the Belgians... 
nis legitinote goal, 


In every country of Africa there are yarious types of struggle, but 211 nave 
the common aim of making the Africans take thetx position in Afrien. We see how the 
A€rieans in Angola, Rhodesia und elseyhere have demonstrated their stand to schleve 
thetr position in their countries, the Africans have formed their own troops in 
Angola which are fighting the Portuguese settlers and theforees of oruel Salszer, And 
although the Portuguese imperialists have imposed a strong censorship on news in Angola, 
reports indioate that the Portuguese imperialists are being defeated in their var of 
enlonialiem in Angola... 














Another example of the Africans trying to get their place 1s seen in Northern 
Rhodesia, The Africans who are being persecuted in Northern Rhodesis and who are 
tired of tolerating domination by the British ond settler {Swahili: Mesetla) dogs, 
have now risen up to demand and fight for their rights snd their place in Rhodesia, 
‘They W111 not remain quiet and shut their mouths, they will not hesitate to take steps 
against the British 1ews, they wi11 agree to nothing except to make cloar their donands, 
‘to make 1 clear that they do not want Boitiah lows and that they do not want to be 
dominated by settlers who are lod by Roy Welensky, The Afrioans are tried because the 
British inporialiata have kept silent about tue demands of the people and disregarded 
the African clains and demands. ‘The inperialists intend to see thnt the Hacleod 
Constitution, which 4s strongly opposed by the Afrieans, vorke in Rhodesso 








‘Tho Macleod constitution ts the cause beliind the disturbances in Northern 
Rhodesia today... The Africans of Northern Rhodos4a have asked the Britian Covernmunt 
to change the Macleod constitution ond replace 4t by another which will give more sy 
to tho Africans and which will make then decide their self-determination,,, And tho 
Afrioans are determined to make Northern Rhodesia secede trom the Central African 
Federation, When tho Africons' demands were ro jected by the Government of the British 
dogs and by the vettler dogs in Central Africa, becouse the British imperialists are 
determined to impose the Macleod eonstitution so that the settlers under Welensky should 
have the power the Africans refused to be dominated and reJeoted everything in the 
Macleod donstitution, They had no alternative but to hold denonstrations and show the 
British imperialists in London and the British imperialists in Lusaks and Salisbury os 
well as the settler dogs thet the African want to govern themselves, that the Africans 
4o not want the Macleod constitution and that they want a constitution whieh will secure 
their rights, They do not wish to see any settler goveranent, 


‘The Africans have every right to reject and oppose ths Facleod Gonstitution, 
they hays the right to resent settler domination.,, The impérisliste find 4b 0 
Aiegrace to see the Africans denonstrate against then, Hence the shootings by the 
Amperialist dogs. The Africans have already shown tho inperielists that they will 
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§5/723/8/3 


‘he acts carried out by the Abyssinians since lst July include the dissemination 
of fabricated lies and propaganda against Somali politicians and the massing of its troops 
on the common border between the Somali Republic and Ethiopia. ‘he troops have also 
looted the property of many Somalis and killed th Consider for example the Abyostaian 
aggression at Dabagorayalle, in Jigjiga Province, Addis Ababa radio and the whole of 
their press support the aggression and brutslitios perpetrated by their troops 





The Sonali Republic is not unaware of the Abyssinian brutalities against the 
brother Somali people, nor has 1t refrained from action because of the lack of sufficient 
strength. But this is a gesture on its part to safeguard African solidarity and avoid 
conflict in Africs, Por this reason we wish to draw the attention of the African 
peoples and the Monrovia States to the violation of the Monrovia resolutions by the Addis 
Ababa Government, and to call upon them to show and impress on the Ethiopian Governnent 
the way to the peace of Africa, 
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aise that Gisenga not boy 1aid down a condition but a 
the Congolese Premier that he would have to follow a rigid Line of conduct, Gia 

attitude and the talk broadcast by Leopoldviiio radio have defined the policy to b 

pureved by the present Leopoldville Government, because 1f the so-called "central" 

Government gives way to the conditions laid down by the Stanteyville lender 1 wil 

agree to unconditional disoussions with Blisabethville, Adovla must realise thes: 
acts and recognise them franily. 


We must onpl 

















Mevertholens yooterday the President of Katanga again declared that bis 
Government stil1 wanted to find a poncefvl solution to the Congolese problem, Pr 
jombe went on to sey: “Katanga has always affirmed that the Congolese cris 
be solved by negotiations.’ It seems to vs that what the Head of the State of Ka 
said ie clear, We also remember that Adovla, when his Government was formed, set 








as President Tshombe suggested? 





1 not 
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vid 
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the latter would be one of national union, So what? Why does Adoula refuse to negotiate 
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IMPERIAL ETHIOPIAN EMDASSY = 
BONN 





stry of Foreign sffeirs issued 


the following press rel 





concerning armed clashes 
beoween Léhiopian police end tribesmen from the Republic 
of Somalia: The Imperiel Ethiopian Government deplores 
and viewe with serious conctrn the recent incidents in 


the Ghebredsrre Province of Ethiopia resulting in loss 


of life to nationsls of Ethiopia end Somalia. The Tmperiel 


Ethiopian Government cotinct ‘however accept the least 
responsibility for these events, the blame for which 
rests squsrely upon the tribesnen from Somalis who 
provoked the incidents culminating several days ago in 
lenge scele asssult upon Ethiopian police garrison at 
Danot. In early ‘ecember tribesmen from the Nepublic 


of Somalia initiated organised ond systematic ca 





aign 


of Lorasement of Ethiopian provincial officiale and 





police engaged in lawful dischorge of their assigned duties, 


coupled with series of attacks upon Ethiopian tribesmen 





during which severs] Ethippians were killed, others 


wounded and their possession looted. 





ese incidents 
occured between Aware and Wardere in general vicinity of 
Danot approximately one-hundred-ten kilometres inside 


Bthiopia. On December 28th the police garrison at Denot 





which had been earlier s 





rounded by tribesmen from 
Somalia were subjected to heavy attacks ns it has been 
explicitly admitted in public ststements by the Prime 


Minister of the kepublic of Somalia. at this time the 


e 











number of tribesmen from Somalis in Danot region 
approximately wes seven-thousand of whom three-thousand 
were estimated heavily armed. In the fighting which 
followed severe casualties were suffered by both sides. 
After having been beaten off in several assaults on 
garrison attacking tribesmen fled across the frontier. 
Reports from the scene reveal thet prior to the attack 
on the gerrison reinforcements rushed to Danot by truck 
from Somalia and attacking tribesmen armed and trained 
in the manner suggestive of paramilitary organisation. 
‘The attackers were srmed with now and standardised weapons 


ineluding hand grenades 





nd the style of dress not that 
commonly adopted by nomads. Similarly tactics used in 
assaults and construction of earthworks suggest trained 


and organised force rather then migratory tribesmen. 


There has been a large-scale clash with Ethiopian 

security forces snd attacking tribesmen from Somalia 
following series of incidents in Gabredahare provoked 
by nomadic tribesmen from Somalia beginning two weeks 
ago. Fighting errupted on December 26th at Danot area 


when tribesmen from Somalia attacked Ethiopian security 





forces. During the fighti 
there 
for four days/were heavy casualties from both sides but 


whih continued intermittently 


the exact number of dead end wounded is not known. The 


Ethiopian security forces succeeded on December 29th in 


forcing general retreat of the attecking tribesmen. 




















The Prime Minister of the Republic of Somalia in a speech 
to the Somalia Parliament in Mogadishio is reported to have 
stated that the 1897 Tresty which delimited the frontier 
between Ethiopia and the then British Protectorate of 
Somaliland has no present validity. If this statement is 
made as reported the implications could be most serious and 
far reaching. It is noted however that in the same address 
the Prime Minister appears to have relied upon the same 
Treaty as constituting the basis upon which tribesmen from 
Somalia enter Ethiopia to graze and water their stock and 
the position of Somalia Government on this matter thus 
appeers unclear and contradictory et present. The Imperial 
Ethiopian Government remains hopeful that despite these 
unfortunate events a speedy solution to the difficulties 
may be formulated jointly by Aes Joovenmeake concerned. 
The Imperial Ethiopian Government was among the first to 
call for independence of Somalia and lent unswerving support 
to this policy until the objective was realised. The 
Imperial Ethiopian Government throughout never failed to 
manifest by action as woll as by word ite deep desire to 
live in friendship with the people of Somalia. The Imperial 
Ethiopian Government reaffirms its determination that no 
obstscle shall be permitted to stand in the way of the 
realisation of close and cordial relations which should 
and must exist between these two sister states. At the 

time the Imperial Ethiopian Government hes no alternative 
but to teke such mexsures as may be reauisite to ensure the 


security of persons and property of Ethiopian nationale 














and the meintenance of i 





within the regions 


comprising the sovereign im 





ire of Ethiopia, 


The Ethiopian Ambassador in i 





io delivered strong 


protest to the Someli Government snd requested that 





immediate action be ta 





ure that ic tribesmen 


crossi from Soma are unarmed. The 








ose involved looting 


and killing of Ethiopian tri 





smen included women and 
children by Somalia tribesmen coming into Ethiopia 


ostensibly for 2 





ng in accordence with the 1897 Tre 





Bonn, January 4th, 1961 
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OF SOMALIA GOVERNMENT ON THIS MATTER THUS APPEARS 
UNCLEAR AND CONTRADIOTORY AT PRESENT. IMPERIAL ETHIOPIAN 
GOVERNWENT REMAINS HOPEFUL THAT DESPITE THESE UNFORTUNATE 
EVENTS SPEBDY SOLUTION TO DIFFICULTIES MAY BE FORMULATED 
JOINTLY TWO GOVERNMENT CONCERNED, IMPERIAL ETHIOPIAN COVERNMENT 
WAS AMONG FIRST TO CALL FOR INDEPENIENCE OF SOMALIA AND 
LENT UNSWERVING SUPPORT THIS POLICY UNTIL OBJECTIVE 
REALISED, IMPERIAL ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT THROUGHOUNT 
NEVER PATLED MANIFEST BY ACTION AS WELL AS WORD ITS MBEP 
DESIRE TO LIVE IN FRIENDSHIP WITH PEOPLE OF SOMALIA, 
IMPERIAL ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT REAFFIRMS DETERMINATION NO OBSTACLE 
SHALL BE PERMITTED STAND IN WAY OF REALISATION OF 
CLOSE AND CORDIAL RELATIONS WHICH SHOULD AND MUST EXEST 
BETWEEN THESE TWO SISTER STATES, AT SAME TIME IMPERIAL 
ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT HAS NOT ALTERNATIVE BUT TO TAKS SUCH 
MEASURES AS MAY BE REQUISITE ENSURE SECURITY PERSONS AND 
PROPERTY OF ETHIOPIAN NATIONALS AND MAINTENANCE OF LAW AND e 
ORDER WITHIN HEGIONS COMPRISING 
SOVEREIGN EMPIRE OF ETHIOPIA. THERE HAD BEEN LARGE-SCALE 
CLASH BIHLOPIAN SECURITY PORCKS AND ATTACKING TRIBESIEN FROM 
SOMALIA FOLLOWING SERIES INCIDENTS IN GABRBDAHARE PROVOKED 
BY NOMADIC TRIBBSMEN PROM SOMALIA BEGICCING TWO WEEKS AGO, 
FIGHTING ERUPTED DECEMBER TWENTYSIX AT DANOT ARYA WEUN 
TRIBESMEN FROW SOMALIA ATTACKED ETHIOPIAN SECURITY FORCES, 
DORING PICHTING WEKCH CONTINUED INTERMITTENTLY FOUR MAYS 
THERE WERZ BEAVY CASUALTIES BOTH SIDES BUT EXACT NUMBER 
DEAD AND WOUUDED NOT KNOWS, ETHIOPIAN SECURITY FORCES SUCCEEDED 
ON DECEMBER TWENTYNINE IN FORCING GENERAL RETHEAT OF ATTACKING 
TRIBESHEN, LTHIOPIAN AMBASSADOR MOGADISCIO DELIVERED STRONG 
PROTEST TO SOMALI GOVERNMENT AND REQUESTED IMMEDIATE ACTION 
+ BE TAKEN 10 ASSURE NOMADIC TRIBESNEN CROSSING PROM SOMALIA 
INTO ETHIOPIA ARE UNARMED. INCIDENTS OU? OF WHICH THIS 
CLASH AROSE INVOLVED LOOTING AND KILLING ETHIOPIAN TRIBESMEN r ) 
INCLUDED WOMEN AND CHILDRED BY SQMALIATRIBESMEN COMING ETHIOPIA 
OSTENSIBLY FRO ORAZING ACCORDANCE 1697 TREATY, 


ROME , JANUBRY 4/1961, 
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